Note from the Chairman

Changes Are Coming to the Tropic Lobby

“Change is inevitable - except from a vending machine. “ Robert C. Gallagher
We've doubled your film selections in the six years since the Tropic opened, going from two screens in 2004 to four today. With split schedules in some theaters, you often have a choice of six different movies, not to speak of special events like the opera or Tropic Talks with filmmakers. That has enabled us to bring you more movies, hold them longer, and expand our audience. We've even embarked on a campaign (with the help of the Tourist Development Council) to lure out-of-county visitors to "See Art Movies in a Work of Art." 
In the early days we suffered the agonies of the damned when, despite extensive publicity, we regularly met good, intelligent local citizens who were entirely unaware that there was "another" movie theater in town. No more.  Now that Florida Monthly magazine has officially anointed the Tropic "Best Cinema in Florida" for the second year in a row, I guess we're on the map. 
The time has come to match the theater expansion with an upgrade of our food service and lounge. The original concessions stand, built to serve two theaters, becomes overwhelmed during the busy season -- and even on crowded nights in the summer.  The best efforts of our managers and volunteers are sometimes just not  enough to keep up with the crowd.  That's about to change.

We've just started construction on a major renovation of our cafe and lounge.  Not only will we add a second cash station to speed checkout even with a packed house, but we're also expanding our offerings.  We'll keep our classic concessions (our blue ribbon popcorn with 100% melted butter won't change a bit) and add locally made savory snacks, more healthy treats and a good assortment of pastries.  We're even adding a section of gourmet chocolate for the most discerning sweet-toothed customer.
We'll have a separate "island" with up-to-the-minute coffee makers where you can brew your own coffee or tea or espresso to perfection.  We're moving our popcorn condiment station to the far wall with more room so you won't have to elbow out the guy going for your white cheddar or Cajun seasonings.
But there will be no vending machines. As always, our loyal, lovely, lively volunteers will continue to serve fresh popcorn, soda, and wine, and give you correct change.

Matching elegance and comfort with our top-notch concessions cafe will be a newly designed Sussman Lounge.  Sleek banquettes and armchairs complimenting architect Michael Miller's Deco-enchanted movie palace will be the perfect spot to savor your treats -- unless you're rushing into a Tropic movie.  Our curved yellow wall is coming down to optimize space and design.  The  Sussman Lounge was meant to be a comfortable, inviting space to chat, gather and sip wine. Under the existing configuration, it has become more of a traffic pathway, fully exposed to the hubbub of incoming and outgoing theater patrons.  Going back to our original intent, we have decided to segregate the lounge seating from the food service area, using a new serpentine banquette. The area will be carpeted, and enhanced with comfortable, inviting seating. The new lobby area generated by last year’s Peggy Dow Theater expansion will augment this lounge.

You can visualize these modifications in the architectural plan shown below.  
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And, finally, we’re converting an orphaned area just inside the front door into a much-needed private office for Theater Manager Lori Reid. 
All of this should be completed by the end of the summer, ready for our banner seventh year.
All of this has been made possible thanks to major grants from the Tourist Development Council, Judith and Stanley Zabar, and the Dogwood Foundation, as well as our continuing generous supporters.
We hope you'll be patient with us for the next few weeks -- there will be a little commotion and confusion as we build a fitting concessions and lounge space for our excellent screening rooms.  We promise your  new lobby will be more than worth the wait.

K. C. "Corky" Irick

Board Chairman
Tropic Cinema
